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NEW’S LETTER
If you are reading this on a computer screen or on a smaller electronic device it’s due to the
expertise of our member David Whitehouse and Peter his son, who will have contrived, by means
beyond the comprehension of your editor, to make it possible. You may recall that this idea was
suggested a year or two ago when things were normal. No one responded, and it was dropped,
which in retrospect must appear ungrateful. To the Whitehouses then, I am sure I can express the
thanks of all those members who have an e-mail address to which this Philatelist and perhaps future
issues can be sent. This is being written only a fortnight or so into our period of ‘self-isolation’, the
duration of which can only be guessed.
It goes without saying that society meetings are cancelled and will have to be re-scheduled in due
course. It was fortunate that our Auction did take place, just at the point when the severe restriction
on gatherings came into force. Thankfully the Coronavirus is believed not to have been lurking
amongst the bidders that day. However it does seem that the exchange packet circulation must be
halted, though you may feel that handing a box over between members is far less hazardous than
receiving day-to-day supplies handled by persons unknown – especially if the ‘six feet apart’ and
hand-washing rules are obeyed. For many of us the ‘Packet’ is virtually the only source of supply,
and its eventual return will indeed be welcome. Meanwhile now’s the opportunity to rearrange
those untidy album pages, check that our marked catalogues are a correct record, throw out
unwanted duplicates ready for the next auction, and even get the garden under some sort of control
if we venture beyond our four walls.
The regular ‘For Your Diary’ feature is omitted, for obvious reasons. Fairs will have to be
cancelled until further notice, and sadly there is no point in listing club meetings we cannot have;
indeed when things get back to normal the programme may have to be rearranged. Auctions with
postal bidding may be a different matter, but members who regularly receive catalogues will be
made aware of the situation without the necessity to list them here.

THE 2020 AUCTION
David Snowden writes: Our auction occurred two days before “lockdown” became the order of the
day, and clearly the punters were pleased to attend and participate – after all, it may well be their last
philatelic medicine for some time. But footfall on the day was lower than usual, significantly
reducing the competitive element in the live auction. Total sales on the day – in the room and
commission bids – amounted to just under £3,000, from about 190 lots; normally we might expect
sales of around £4,000 from 220 lots. Subsequent sales have added nearly £450. While the
financial side is not yet fully resolved, it is still evident that there will be some benefit to the
Society, although rather down from recent years.
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PETERSFIELD & DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Minutes of the 54th Annual General Meeting held in the Petersfield Community Centre on Monday 2nd March 2020
Robin Pizer was in the chair and 20 other members attended. The meeting started at 7.30 p.m.
1. Minutes: The Minutes of the 53rd Annual General Meeting held on the 4th March 2019 were APPROVED, and signed off
by the Chairman.
2. Reports of the Year 2019: The reports from the Chairman and Officers published in the Petersfield Philatelist dated
February 2020 and oral reports from other Officers were reviewed. The Chairman thanked the Committee Members and
Officers for their support during the year. The reports were APPROVED.
3. Annual Competitions: The awards and certificates were presented to the 2019/2020 winners, as follows:
(a) Decade ending in ‘6’. The Ron Wood Trophy awarded to Tom Norgate.
(b) 16-sheet entry. The Letter Rack awarded to Ernst Oberthaler.
(c) Single Sheet entry. The Dingwall Scales awarded to Alan Biddlecombe.
4. Rule changes: The A.G.M. approved two changes to the Society Rules. Rule 14 now states that the Chairman may hold his
position for up to six years. Rule 23 now states that the Packet Secretary shall receive 50% of the 10% commission on Society
packet sales.
5. Election of Committee and Officers for 2020/2021: The Committee and Officers for 2020/2021 were proposed, seconded,
and ELECTED, as follows:
President:
Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Secretary:
Minute Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Packet Secretary:
Publicity Officer:
Programme Secretary:
Programme Secretary:
Auction Secretary:
Examiner of Accounts:
Committee Members:

David Allen.
Robin Pizer.
Stephen Miles.
Vacant.
Stephen Miles.
Steve Farago.
Peter Marshall.
Tony New.
Steve Hickman.
David Allen.
Nick Glencross (for 2020/2021).
Vacant (for 2021/2022 programme)
David Snowden.
Peter Marshall.
Stuart Graham, Peter Marshall, and 1 vacancy.

6. Programme 2020/2021: The 2020 Programme is complete, with the 2021 programme well in progress. The visits to other
Societies were discussed, and nominations are required as to possible attenders. The agreed changes to the Programme Card
will be forwarded to Nick Glencross for implementation.
7. Any Other Business:
(a) A visit to ‘London 2020’, at the Business Design Centre 2nd to 9th May, was discussed, and Steve Farago has kindly agreed
to send an e-mail to members asking for numbers. It was also agreed that the Portsmouth Philatelic Society should be
contacted, for a possible tie-up with transport.
(b) The A.G.M. agreed that the Auction should be advertised, and David Snowden has kindly agreed to discuss the matter with
David Allen, and report back accordingly.
(c) The Secretary informed the A.G.M. regarding notification received from Winton House and Petersfield Community Centre
regarding the current outbreak of Coronavirus. Under certain circumstances both venues will go into lock-down.
(d) The Chairman and members thanked David Whitehouse for providing refreshments during the A.G.M; it was unanimously
agreed to continue this practice!
(e) The Secretary informed the A.G.M. that he will continue to monitor the 2020/2021 meeting bookings with Winton House
and Petersfield Community Centre.
8. Close of Meeting: There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

Victor Collins.
(Secretary, outgoing).
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Robin Pizer.
(Chairman).

PETERSFIELD AND DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY INCOME
EXPENDITURE AND CASH RECONCILIATION 31 DECEMBER 2019

INCOME & EXPENDITURE
INCOME
Subscriptions
Donations
Serendipity
Packets
Raffles
Auction

EXPENDITURE
Rent
General Administration
Affiliation Fees & Donations
Insurance
Speakers
Raffle Wine
Packet Secretary's Honorarium
Newsletter Preparation
Newsletter Postage
Chairman's Night

OPERATING PROFIT

2019

2018

442.00
10.00
0.00
369.75
113.00
309.86

484.00
0.00
16.40
628.36
198.61
335.32

1244.61

1662.69

482.00
143.73
65.00
35.00
0.00
36.00
126.92
144.89
41.78
0.00

461.00
122.49
66.25
33.00
104.35
34.49
157.09
126.00
40.36
78.53

1075.32

1223.56

169.32

439.13

BANK & CASH RECONCILIATION
2019
Bank
Cash
Brought Forward 01Jan19
3766.86
60.92
Profit/Loss for year
Carried Forward 31Dec19
176.34
-7.05
consisting of:Bank
3943.20
53.87
Total

3997.20
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FEBRUARY MEETING
This was a two-part evening, with three entries for the 16-sheet contest,
followed by eight displays of ‘new’, or perhaps not quite so new,
acquisitions by other members. Coupled with a bourse this made a full
and interesting meeting.
The 16-sheet winner, established by popular vote, was Ernst Oberthaler
with Austrian Post Offices abroad. Many of these were in the Levant, i.e.
the former Ottoman empire, and they ranged from Jassy in Roumania,
Uskub (Skoplje) in Albania, Larnaca in Cyprus, Rhodes in the Aegean,
Jerusalem, and many others including Constantinople the postmark of
which is the one most frequently met with. Second place was
gained by Hew Granlund with G.B. George VI high values on
covers, while Robin Pizer was runner-up with mail that had passed
through German Exchange Control in 1948-54.
In the second half Tom Norgate showed examples of picture
postcards illustrating the changing
regulations concerning the placing of
written messages – regulations that were
not always adhered to by senders. Alan
Biddlecombe showed an unissued QEII.
design for Bechuanaland (possibly
connected with the stamp design
competition of the ‘50s?) and some
booklets. Stuart Graham’s choice was Ceylon high values, some used for
revenue purposes and nowadays in many cases priced in that condition in
the catalogue.
Turning to Africa, Steve Farago showed pictorial designs of
Mali.
Geoffrey Hotson then reminded us of events
contemporary with the inauguration of the parcel post in 1883,
and Peter Marshall took us further back in Queen Victoria’s
reign with one of the very scarce ‘primitive’ Lapirot stamps of
Mauritius printed locally from a worn plate. Steve Miles
showed some of the Falklands Dependencies stamps with
recurring (catalogued) breaks in the lines on the map, and finally
Chairman Robin Pizer surprised us all with attractive large
covers displaying G.B. Olympic and Paralympic and other
colourful modern commemorative issues - not the kind of
material we are used to seeing from him!
A.N.
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EIGHT SINGULAR ITEMS
The ‘Single Item’ competition following the A.G.M. brought forth an unusually varied and
intriguing batch of entries, and members found it hard to select a winner from amongst such a wide
range of subjects. A ballot revealed that he was Alan Biddlecombe, who duly accepted
guardianship of the ‘Letter Scales’ trophy from Chairman Robin Pizer. His subject was a first
flight cover sent from Palapye in Bechuanaland to Johannesburg (about 250 miles) and addressed
to New Milton in Hampshire, a journey which in 1938 took 12 days in all.
The other entries are described in the order of their presentation, beginning with one from Tom
Norgate entitled ‘The First Postcode?’ This was centred an early Q.V. letter bearing a label
inscribed “EC” which was evidence of a growing campaign to divide the metropolitan area into
lettered and numbered districts to ease the task of sorting. From the same period Steve Miles
showed an embossed 1 shilling green on which a red ‘SPECIMEN’ overprint could be discerned
beneath a disfiguring grey area.
Peter Marsh showed an extraordinary war souvenir – a portion of a German copy of an Ordnance
Survey map of part of Norfolk, used in Belgium for the inner face of an envelope at a time of postwar paper shortage. Bearing a translation of the usual marginal notes, it had evidently been
intended for the invasion that never happened. It was reminiscent of the early Latvian stamps
printed on the back of German maps. Next was Steve Farago with a very recent sheet of 25 from
Kenya, each stamp with a different natural history subject, and accompanied by a single stamp on
cover.
Steve Hickman displayed an Orange Free State military frank stamp
of 1899 prominently inscribed “O.V.S.” (Oranje Vrij Staat), also
from the same epoch one of the curious ‘rubber-stamped’ issues of
the Boer ‘Nieuwe Republiek’. Peter Marshall’s item was an example
of the very scarce Indian
provisional stamps produced by
‘top-and-tailing’ long revenue
labels. This one was S.G. no.
O16, adapted for official use.
Robin Pizer rounded off the
evening with a pair of Japanese
stamps overprinted with tiny
characters for use in China, sent
on cover from Tsingtau to Germany, and bearing evidence of censorship
before delivery.
A.N.
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Fifty Years Ago

from Gibbons Stamp Monthly of April 1970

Shouldn't We Have Done It Ourselves!
What do our readers think of the ‘British Monarchs’ issue of Barbuda, which began appearing in February
and at the proposed rate of two new stamps a month will end towards the end of 1971— over forty stamps
in all from William the Conqueror to Her present Majesty? We cannot be more specific on times and
numbers for we do not yet know how some of the problems involved are solved— is Cromwell allowed in
(almost certainly not we would think), what about Jane Grey (difficult, we'd say 'yes') and do William and
Mary share, or do they have a design each) ?
But seriously, many of you will say that this is an issue that should never have been made anyway, and if
you say this you will probably be saying it because you feel there are far too many new issues nowadays and
many of them from places that should not even be issuing stamps. Barbuda itself did not feel the need for a
constant flow of new stamps in its own name until recently.
You know that we at Stanley Gibbons have always urged moderation in new issues for all countries, but we
are realistic enough to appreciate that the clock cannot be turned back. In today's world of new issues
country vies with country for the acclaim of collectors. The competition is immense. Ingenuity and
originality are essential to get a share of the market and earn financial success. On these two points the
Barbuda issue is strong. They are basing it on a theme that has not been done before. In the official press
release they state that with the Antiguans the Barbudans share a pride in their association with Britain, and
to mark this and “to commemorate the predecessors and successors of Charles II”, who granted Antigua to
Lord Willoughby in 1632, the set is being issued which “when complete, [it] will form a unique full-colour
portrait gallery of great educational and historical interest”. Some may feel these insufficient reasons for a
40-stamp set from an island of 1,000 population. But let us not even consider them. Consider the more
revolutionary suggestion that if British history should be taught on postage stamps, then why should not
Britain teach it? Yes, why should not this type of set, the portraits of our monarchs, be issued by Great
Britain itself!
Let this be the subject for debate. We remember the Monarchs series of essays in the David Gentleman
album shown by the Post Office a few years back, and what an interesting series it could have been. But for
Britain to issue this and similar sets would call for a change of set-down policy and a change of heart of
those who select the subjects. We would ask if changes are really unthinkable. What we would comment is
that there are many who think that the present policy, the events commemorated, the designing, the printing
and the phasing are becoming too stereotyped. If this is so then it is bad for the popularity of the hobby in
Britain—- and new collectors will not be brought in.
Let us therefore talk about these things. We feel that it is time, and thanks
to the little island of Barbuda for starting something. Should we have
issued that set? Should British stamp-issuing policy be changed? Should
the pattern of our special and commemorative issue policy be altered? Or
are we content with things as they are? The columns of G.S.M. are open
to you.
In retrospect it is interesting to note that Lady Jane Grey ‘the nine-days’
Queen’ did gain a place in the set, and that William and Mary were
allocated separate places, but the sponsors rightly resisted the temptation
to include Cromwell! (Ed.)
As regards G.B. policy, what a relief it is now to turn back to the
“stereotyped” designs of the ‘70s after what is on offer these days!
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THE DISCOVERY OF ANTARCTICA
Around 200 million years ago Antarctica was joined with Australia, Africa, South America, India
and New Zealand to form the super-continent of Gondwana. Today it covers about 5.5 million
square miles and is almost completely covered in ice over 1 mile thick. It is the coldest, windiest
and driest continent on the planet – larger than Europe and almost twice the size of Australia.
Explorers have carried out epic journeys in the Antarctic and been
commemorated by numerous stamp
issues. Captain Cook was the first to
cross the Antarctic circle and
circumnavigated
the
continent,
although he did not sight land. He was
followed in 1821 by Captain
Bellingshausen, a Russian naval
officer.
In the 1840s separate British and French expeditions
established the status of Antarctica as a continent after sailing along a
continuous shoreline. In 1840 James Clark Ross took two ships, the
Erebus and the Endeavour to within 80 miles of the coast until stopped
by a massive ice barrier,
now named the Ross Ice
Shelf.
The
heroic
age
of
Antarctic
exploration
began in the early 1900s
with
men
like
the
Norwegian
Roald
Amundsen, Robert Falcon
Scott and Ernest Shackleton.
The South Pole was first
reached in 1911 by Amundsen
– who used dogs – followed
later by Scott who relied on manhauling and who was immortalised
when he and his party perished on the return journey. Shackleton did
not reach the Pole but carried out an epic journey to South Georgia

after his ship the Endurance became
trapped in the ice.
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Admiral Byrd (U.S.A.), the first to fly over the
South Pole, carried out several expeditions
including ‘Operation High Jump’ in 1946-47 in
order to establish a research base. Much earlier
the Australian explorer Douglas Mawson had
discovered the location of the South Magnetic
Pole.
In 1958 the first motorised crossing of
Antarctica was completed by Dr Vivian Fuchs
and Sir Edmund Hillary. The Falkland Islands
Dependencies celebrated this with overprints
on a 1954 ‘Ships’ issue. International Geophysical Year
(I.G.Y.) bases were established from 1956 and sent out mail
bearing postmarks which are highly sought after by collectors.
Antarctic themes appear on the stamps of the British and
Australian Antarctic Territories (from 1957), the New Zealand
Ross Dependency, South Georgia and (very many) from the
French Southern and Antarctic Territories (from 1955). Several
nations have sent expeditions to Antarctica over the years, but
the continent is protected by the Antarctic Treaty of 1961 (the
tenth anniversary of this was marked by several countries
including Belgium). The Treaty lays down that the
region would be devoted to peace and science and not
become the scene of international discord.
But today there is concern over the effects of tourism and
the commercialism that goes with it. Scientific work is
carried out from many Antarctic bases. The largest of
these is the McMurdo Station which is close to where
Scott began his polar journey. Global warming is now
affecting Antarctica, with many glaciers retreating. The
period 2001 to 2020 has seen the hottest temperatures on record. The Beardmore Glacier is
melting at a rate which this century could add more than one metre to world sea levels. It is
estimated that the Antarctic accounts for 90% of world ice and 70% of fresh water.
R.A.
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My Favourite Stamp
This series has produced an interesting variety of responses
from members, and as the supply has temporarily dried up it
falls to your editor to nominate one of his own. It may
come as a surprise that it is well outside the popular field of
collecting, yet it could surely not have come from a better
known firm than De la Rue. The date is 1933, the same
year as their rivals Bradbury Wilkinson’s ambitious
commemoratives for the Falklands, Jordan and Sierra
Leone. From a series of otherwise rather less inspiring
portraits they must have allocated this one to the most
skilled engraver in their team. His portrayal of the
bewhiskered gentleman seems almost three-dimensional: a
miniature masterpiece.
José Rafino Reyes y Siancas (1836-1905) was composer of
the Dominican Republic’s national anthem, and of church
music and a number of marches and waltzes The son of a
poor shopkeeper, he had no formal education but joined the
army and was inspired by an officer who taught military
music. The anthem was not formally adopted until 1934,
because previous presidents took exception to the words!
But this is NOT the end of our series. After the above was written two more have arrived, one of
which will appear next time – thank you, Ray and Alan. Please make the editor aware of your own
particular favourite – just by word of mouth if you like, but by all means add a few lines of ‘why
and wherefore’ if you wish. There are still at least thirty members who haven’t yet responded, and
we can surely keep it going for several years.

FISCAL VALUE
Stuart Graham writes:
I have been buying fiscally used stamps, as many do – mainly because these are stamps which if
used with a normal postmark are not affordable. I have just bought two 1930 Ceylon high values,
50 and 100 rupees, fiscally used – normal catalogue value £3,900.
Luckily S.G. Part 1 now values some fiscals separately and these stamps were listed at £250. I
paid £35, which was great value I think. The only downside was one with a hole punched, but you
can’t win them all!!
See also page 5 Ed.
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