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From Our Chairman
Three of our committee members are not well at the time of writing. They are our President, David
Allen, who is in hospital but hopes to move shortly to a convalescence home before returning to his
own home: our minutes secretary, Stephen Miles, who has had an operation and is back home but
has been told he cannot drive a car again: and then our packet secretary, Steve Hickman, who has
had an operation on his foot and is back home but is not able to drive at the moment - so there may
be a temporary reduction in the packet service. I wish them all well and hope they are feeling
much better before too long.
At long last it looks as though the Covid-19 virus is being kept at bay by vaccination and I hope
most if not all of you have had two jabs by now without serious side effects. So we can start to
think about meetings again. The first meeting is likely to be a committee meeting on 14 July
followed by our normal Monday evening meeting on 2 August. If these go alright, then I hope the
postponed AGM can be held on 6 September. We do not yet have a date for our postponed auction
but I hope it can be in the period September to November. It may have to be a weekday instead of
our traditional Saturday.
I am very grateful to Peter Marshall who has taken over as treasurer from Steve Farago. This has
been approved by the committee via email. Peter has adopted online banking and has got that
working for our account with National Westminster. We still do not have a volunteer to undertake
the secretarial tasks and I do strongly appeal for one of you to come forward and offer to do so.
The task includes organising meetings and speakers, producing committee minutes and doing other
secretarial tasks. Currently I am very grateful to Victor Collins who is continuing to look after
bookings of the Petersfield Community Centre where we have our Monday meetings and of
Winton House where the committee usually meets 4 times a year although its last meeting was in
January 2020 before the virus struck. For the time being I am carrying out a minimal secretarial
role to try to keep things going but I would welcome a volunteer sooner rather than later.
For our first Monday meeting I suggest we adopt the same procedure as at the end of last year with
most attendees bringing from 1 up to 16 sheets for display. This gave a tremendous range of
material for all to enjoy. I am assuming that social distancing and mask wearing may still be
necessary.
Lastly I wish you and your families good health.
Robin Pizer

Two different departments of the U.S. Post Office seemed to
be barking up the same tree with contradictory messages !
What was the complete slogan intended to say ?
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Andrew Huebler
We are very sad to record the passing on 20th February of
one of our most loyal and respected members at the age of
97.
Known to us as an avid and knowledgeable collector of the
stamps of Germany, he had other talents and interests that
were less obvious outside the realm of stamps. He was for
many years an exhibiting member of the Solent Guild of
Woodcarvers and Sculptors and his delicate works were
regularly to be seen in the annual exhibitions of arts and
crafts in the Festival Hall. Many years earlier he had been
involved with the accurate shaping of the nose cone of the
prototype Concorde aircraft.
Your editor has a wooden carving of an American bird
called a ‘road runner’, treasured as memento of Andrew’s
gentle skill in chiselling the wings to what appears to be a
hazardous limit of thinness.
A.N.


NEW’S LETTER
We are all immensely grateful to Robin Pizer for keeping the club flag flying for so long beyond
his original term of duty as Chairman, and for shouldering in addition what he calls a “minimal
secretarial role”. It is only fair to recognise that this must be only temporary, and I want to use this
space to add forcefully to his request that another member come forward and relieve him of those
secretarial duties that have come his way and were not of his choosing. No one is exempt from
getting older, but there must be someone who could spare just an hour or two each week to do
what is necessary to keep that flag high for the sake of all our members. Please give it some
serious thought yourself after reading this. You would not be committing yourself irrevocably by
discussing it with a committee member.
On the next page is the Treasurer’s financial report, in the form usually presented at the first
A.G.M. of the year. It does of course relate to the situation at 31st December last. Your editor’s
understanding of computers does not extend to centering a chart of this kind on the page: sorry !
Page 10 is a ‘space-filler – merely a reprint of another G.S.M. article, on a subject that has been
shown at a former meeting, but may still be of interest even if only to newer members.
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE
INCOME
Subscriptions
Donations
Serendipity
Packets
Raffles
Auction
Packet Income from 2019
Deferred cash Income from
2019

EXPENDITURE
Rent
General Administration
Affiliation Fees & Donations
Insurance
Speakers
Raffle Wine
Packet Secretary's Honorarium
Newsletter Preparation
Newsletter Postage
Chairman's Night

OPERATING PROFIT/LOSS

2020

2019

402.00
0.00
0.00
198.43
49.00
179.30
242.13

442.00
10.00
0.00
369.75
113.00
309.86

120.00
1190.86

1244.61

203.00
0.00
75.00
35.00
0.00
0.00
192.55
145.00
38.66
0.00

482.00
143.73
65.00
35.00
0.00
36.00
126.92
144.89
41.78
0.00

689.21

1075.32

501.65

169.29

BANK and CASH
RECONCILIATION
Brought Forward 01Jan20
Profit/Loss for year
Carried Forward 31Dec20
consisting of:Bank
Total

Bank
3943.22

2020
Cash
53.87

369.20

132.45

4312.42

186.32

4498.74
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THE FIRST U.K. DATAMETRIX 20 BARCODED STAMP
How many members have seen examples of this stamp, issued on 23"‘ March 2021, and used on
items of mail ? How many were aware of its introduction ? The ﬁrst that I was aware of it was on
reading a mention in the Daily Telegraph of 18“ March, a few days earlier. In fact that was the
only newspaper to illustrate an image in colour.
The issue was a limited pilot scheme of a trial by Royal Mail. Initially, the stamps were only
available from the Royal Mail website and through the ﬁrm Viking Direct. They were available
online in fold-out stamp booklets of 50 stamps, or in rolls. Twenty million second- class stamps
were produced, and they are significantly larger than normal. The se-tenant labels with the bar
code are separated by false but very convincing ‘perforations’. I managed to obtain a few of the
stamps from a friend who was purchasing a booklet of 50 from Royal Mail on-line.
A spokesman for Royal Mail said that it had yet to decide what the codes incorporated will be
used for. Various testing applications are currently under
way. One feature could be for customers to scan a stamp
with their ’phone and be directed to a company website. A
Royal Mail spokesman said that they were one of the ﬁrst to
add such identiﬁers. It is believed that certain aspects of
these stamps will form part of the drive to prevent their reuse, the washing of cancelled postage stamps and the use of
forged stamps. This is a continuing problem for the business.
Naturally, details of the stamp's capabilities are not being
given.
I was also fortunate to receive a test mail item from Royal
Mail at Nottingham, postmarked on 23"‘ March. A ﬁrm
became aware of the pilot introduction and a special Swindon
handstamp was sponsored by them, the Royal Mail Research
and Development Centre being based there. Illustrated are examples of the peelable stamps from
the booklet, the sponsored special handstamp, and a test item from Royal Mail in Nottingham.

I am keen to see any commercially used examples on mail. Should any members locate examples
in the coming weeks, I will be pleased to see them. It will be interesting to see how the trial
develops and whether further information is forthcoming from Royal Mail.
Tom Norgate
An article on this subject also appears in the May issue of Gibbons Stamp Monthly. Ed.
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Fifty Years Ago
THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION AND STAMPS
By Eric Glasgow, from Gibbons Stamp Monthly May 1971
(abridged)

Individual countries of the world fairly quickly followed the example of the British ‘Penny Black’ of
1840, by issuing their own special postage stamps. Thus, French stamps began in 1849, Spanish in 1850,
Portuguese in 1853, Dutch in 1852, Belgian in 1849, Brazilian in 1843, the U.S.A.’s in 1847, and Indian in
1852 or 1854. But all such stamps were, of course, only valid for postal communications within the borders
of each of the countries concerned, and therefore international correspondence was hampered by the
differing standards, charges, and postal ideas of each of the specific countries through whose territories it
had to pass. So the optimistic liberal dream of unhampered postal links, from one country to another
throughout the world, threatened to founder on the harsh realities of separate national identities in the
administration of postal systems. The new era of the convenient postage stamp appears in retrospect to
have been in danger of being robbed of a good deal of its possible advantages, in terms of speed, freedom,
peace, and international co-operation.
It did not need any special or peculiar insight to realise that what was needed was much closer
international agreement in the sundry operations of the postal services, a successful outcome to which would
result in added resources, and expanded revenues, as well as greater efficiency in the unhampered
transmission of correspondence from one country to another. Nor is it surprising, therefore, that the idea of
a ‘Universal Postal Union’, to which every civilised country in the world would belong, became a public
concern, and a matter of accepted discussion, as early as 1863, when delegates from many of the major
countries of the world met in Paris, under the guidance of the French Postmaster-General. Then and there,
they did reach an agreement, set down within the bulky confines of 31 articles; but the ponderous initial
text was shelved right from the start because of the disturbance caused by the greater urgencies of political
events, especially the American Civil War (1861-5) and the Franco-Prussian War (1870-1). By the time that
the second of these major conflicts was over, the Germans, characteristically, had taken the lead, and they
could draw upon the accumulated experience of many postal amalgamations in their own divided country
during the nineteenth century, to assist any plans for closer international postal co-operation. Such an
advantage was certainly possessed by the chief German postal reformer, Heinrich von Stephan of the North
German Postal Confederation; and it was chiefly at his instigation that the Swiss government, in 1874,
summoned to Berne another conference to consider the whole important question.
Twenty-two different countries attended this crucial Berne conference in 1874, including all the stampissuing states of Europe, together with the U.S.A. and Egypt. The first meeting occurred on 15 September
1874, and the ultimate results were entirely satisfactory, in that all the participants signed an agreement
forming what was at first called the ‘General Postal Union’, intended to rationalise international postal cooperation, and to promote greater uniformity in the charges and the treatment of mail, in its passage around
the world. The agreement fixed the unit of weight for ordinary letters at a half ounce, for which the general
charge was to be set at the rate of five cents for transmission between any of the countries within the Union.
Lower rates were fixed for newspapers and the like, and each country was made entitled to retain the
revenues received for the pre-payment of letters, or other articles of mail, destined to go beyond its borders,
but posted within them. It was an agreement which covered the postal needs and facilities of some
350,000,000 people; so it represented a very significant advance towards the achievement of a
comprehensive system of international postal collaboration, although the agreement of 1874 did not actually
become effective until 1 July 1875.
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Once its success and its advantages had been effectively demonstrated, other
countries joined, with but short delays, and in 1878, at a renewed and enlarged
conference in Paris, the organisation changed its name to a more ambitious and
all-embracing one, the ‘Universal Postal Union’. It is, of course, under this title
that today it is known to most stamp collectors, and to many members of the
general public.
The Berne conference of 1874 began the whole business, and started the
ensuing chain of events, so it must always be very memorable. Yet it can only
be regarded as a beginning, not a fulfilment; so that one recent author (1957), of
a general text on communications, is rather at fault in his bald statement that, by
1875, it had become possible ‘to send letters all over the world by merely
affixing the necessary stamps’. That final eventuality came later,
sometimes a good deal later, as more and more countries joined the
organisation, and when it had become almost a necessary proof of
civilisation, literacy and postal adequacy, for any state to have
applied, and to have been accepted, for membership of the Universal
Postal Union.
Teething troubles were inevitable, in such a pervasive and ambitious
regulation of postal communications throughout the world, and these
had to be dealt with, mostly as they arose, in a long succession of
international meetings, which followed the earlier ones of Berne and
Paris. Thus, there was another such meeting in Lisbon in 1885, and
others in Vienna in 1891, Washington in 1897, Berne again in 1900,
Rome in 1906, Madrid in 1920, Stockholm in 1924, London in 1929, Cairo in
1934, Buenos Aires in 1939, Paris again in 1947, Berne again in 1949, Brussels in
1952, and Canada in 1957. The mere list of such meetings illustrates the vast scope
and importance of the U.P.U., for its representative gatherings always took place in
the world's greatest centres of political and economic power, and its decisions, even
when they attracted no great publicity, never failed to affect, sometimes quite
decisively, the more serious interests of international trade and business, as well as
the lesser, more delightful tasks of private friendship and personal communications.
The accepted postal rates were altered in 1878, after their fixing in 1874, but
thereafter there were no essential changes until 1920. The basic classifications,
however, into letters, postcards, and ‘printed matter’, have endured with
few changes, almost since the start. An international money service was
introduced in 1878, and an international parcel post service in 1880. In
1947, the U.P.U. was made operative within the United Nations
Organisation.
All of us become aware of the existence, and the good consequences, of
the U.P.U. every time we send a letter abroad, be it to Norway, Nigeria,
Nepal, or New Guinea; or when we recognise such ‘foreign’ letters
because their exotic stamps stand out from the more prosaic normal British
mail. Moreover, if we are also stamp-collectors, we can hardly fail to have
observed the very numerous commemorative stamps, which have been
issued to mark so many of the dispersed meetings of the U.P.U. Most of
the host-countries for these meetings have thought it to be courteous, as
well as usually quite profitable, to issue special stamps to coincide with the gathering, in their midst, of
delegates of the world's postal organisations; and so we have available a wide and varied range of stamps
which could easily be organised into a very acceptable ‘thematic’ collection, to illustrate the general and
spacious theme of the ‘Universal Postal Union and Stamps’.
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Portugal missed in 1885—perhaps then it was too early for the craze for
commemoratives to have taken a sufficiently firm hold—and nothing of the
sort came from Austria for the Vienna meeting of 1891. But Switzerland
issued an interesting symbolic design, for the twenty-fifth anniversary meeting,
in Berne in 1900, and Spain a traditional design, showing the G.P.O. at Madrid,
for the meeting of 1920 in the Spanish capital. Sweden produced a more
memorable design showing the ‘Old City’ of Stockholm for the U.P.U.
meeting there in 1924, and the ensuing London meeting of 1929 was
appropriately signalised by a set of five special stamps, at a date when British
commemoratives were far less usual or copious than they have now become.
The U.P.U. meeting in Cairo, in 1934, received the customary accolade of
some special stamps, fourteen in number and bright and varied in their colours
a set not to be overlooked or forgotten. Argentina, too, issued eight commemorative stamps for the Buenos
Aires meeting of 1939, in a variety of attractive pictorial designs; and four stamps, showing different views
of Paris, came after the war from France, on 7 May 1947, for the occasion of the ‘Congres de l'Union
Postale Universelle.’ Switzerland was again the host country, for the assembly which marked the seventyfifth anniversary of the Universal Postal Union, and the meeting in Berne was very suitably commemorated
by the issue of three different stamps in arresting colours.
The year of that Berne meeting was 1949, just twenty years ago now, and a very prolific stream of similar
stamps, to commemorate the same occasion, came, at the same time, from almost every other civilised
country in the world. Great Britain, for example, issued an elaborate pictorial set of four different designs,
with the same general theme, on 10 October 1949; and on exactly the same date, a whole series of similar
issues poured forth from most of the ‘Colonies’ of the British Commonwealth. The year 1949 also saw the
issue of U.P.U. commemoratives from countries within the British Commonwealth which had already
attained self-government. such as Ceylon, lndia, Australia, and South Africa. No such stamps came from
either Canada or New Zealand, however, nor was the Republic of Ireland represented.
‘Foreign’ countries which in 1949 issued special U.P.U. stamps
included West Berlin, Baden, Württemberg and East Germany.
Few countries of any real significance, within the group, failed to
issue at least one suitable commemorative stamp.
The next conference of the all-embracing organisation was held
in 1952, at Brussels, the Belgian capital; an occasion suitably
commemorated by the issue of a good set of eleven stamps,
showing various portraits of members of the House of Thurn and
Taxis on 14 May 1952. The ensuing conference, for the same
purpose, held in Ottawa, the fourteenth of its kind, was marked by
the issue of two special Canadian stamps on 14 August 1957.

8

The growth of the Universal Postal Union, in terms of members and therefore
geographical area to be covered, has been steady and gradual, rather than sudden or
dramatic. In 1906, it consisted of 54 countries; in 1960, there were 112 membercountries, and its annual budget amounted to some £200,000, of which the share of
the United Kingdom was about £5,000—so it has not become a wealthy
organisation. But it now includes almost all the countries of the world, and
membership of it has become a virtual requisite for the attainment of a civilised
status, at any rate if civilisation can be assessed in terms of literacy and education,
and measured by the availability of the postage stamp. Nepal, in the Himalayas,
has joined within the last ten years or so, before which admission Indian issues had
to be used, in addition to stamps of Nepal, for the pre-payment of foreign mail. In
the cases of many other, remote or inaccessible, states, their admission into the
congenial, hospitable ranks of the members of the U.P.U. has frequently been at
once a recognition of the necessary postal pretensions, offering them some hope
and promise for their political as well as their postal futures. Examples of such
cases, if we may dig so deeply into the past, might be taken from British Guiana, which joined in 1877, Cyprus,
which joined in 1875, Fiji, which joined in 1891, and Dominica, which joined in 1879.
Standardisation and uniformity have been the constant keynotes of the policy and aims of the UPU ever since its
foundation. One aspect of this outlook was colour standardisation, so that three recognisable colours could be
accepted for the three most-used categories of the international mail. Green for printed matter, red for postcards,
and dark blue for letters, were the colours for the respective stamps, as laid down at the Washington conference of
1897, but these assignments were changed in 1953; and, in any case, changing costs and other factors have made it
difficult to put all the recommendations on these lines into practice.
Uniformity of another kind might come about, in accordance with the ideas of the Universal Postal Union, as a
result of the adoption, throughout the world, of more universal stamp designs, like the Europa stamps of 1956-7,
which were issued concurrently by France, Belgium, Italy, West Germany, Luxembourg and Holland; and that is a
concept which may be expected to be pursued still further in the future.
But perhaps the ultimate product of the U.P.U., at any rate in a tangible form must be seen to be the issue of at
least one, symbolic and universally applicable, world postage stamp. It is an idea which has been raised several
times in the past, as by Siegmund Friedl of Vienna, the editor of a magazine called World Post, as long ago as
1890. Just such stamps were actually designed by the Austrian Arthur Ritter von Raimann; and the pioneer,
Heinrich von Stephan himself, further publicised the idea at the Washington conference of 1897. It has fallen, of
course, wrecked on the hard prejudices and the established international rivalries of the different countries of the
world, and no such stamp has so far appeared. There can be nothing very surprising about that; but on the other
hand the entire history of the U.P.U. has been dedicated to the notion that postal communications should be freed
from national prejudices; and in the light of that valiant assumption the possibility, at some stage, of a world
postage stamp, at least in some modified and temporary form, cannot be ruled out or discounted.
The wishful thinking of fifty years ago in the last paragraph has sadly been since overwhelmed by too many
technological advances, but the U.P.U. seems still to be in remarkably good health as international organisations
go. Ed.
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